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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the efficiency of image 
encoding by selecting a first encoding means 
for encoding the difference value of an 
approximate plane and a block or a second 
encoding means for performing encoding by a 
prediction system selected for each block for 
each block. 

CONSTITUTION: A plane encoding circuit 103 
Huffman encodes the value of the parameter of a 
plane for approximating the block stored in a 
block generation circuit 102 and the difference 
value of the approximate plane and respective 
picture elements within the block and stores 
them in a buffer 104. A sub block generation 
circuit 105 successively takes out sub blocks 
from the circuit 102 and supplies them to the 
predictive encoding circuits 106 to 109 of the 
different prediction systems. A selector 110 
selects the ones with a least code amount among 
Huffman encoded code data outputted from the circuits 106 to 109 and stores them 
in the butter 112. The selector 113 compares the information amounts of the 
buffers 104 and 112 and outputs the fewer one to an output part 119. Thus, 
multilevel data are efficiently encoded. 
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